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Å Hawksworth estimated that there are 1.5 million fungi 

Å Newer estimates predicted as many as 5.1 million species of fungi  

Å It is estimated that 1,60,000 species are macrofungi 

Å Described fungi of all kinds is currently 1,10,000 species.  

Å 16,000 (15%) species are mushrooms  

Å 3,000 species from 231 genera are s prime edible  

Å 200 are experimentally grown,  

Å 100 economically cultivated, around 

Å  60 commercially cultivated,  

Å 10 produced on an industrial scale 

Å About 700 mushroom species are medicinal mushrooms 

Å Approximates 500 species poisonous mushrooms 
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Basic life cycle of mushrooms 



Mushrooms 

Decomposers Mycorrhizic 

Edible Medicinal Toxic and poisonous 
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Mushroom cultivation- beginning 
 

Auricularia (Wood Ear Mush.) 600 AD  China 

Flammulina (Enokitake)  800-900 AD  China 

Lentinula (Shiitake)   1000-1100 AD China 

Agaricus (Button Mushroom) 1650 AD            France 

Volvariella (Paddy straw Mush.) 1700 AD  China 
 
All these five species are among top six species contributing 
maximum to world mushroom production today, sixth species 
being Pleurotus (Oyster mushroom). 
 
Scientific cultivation started in last century. 
Commercial cultivation after World War II. 
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