NATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE FORCE
•
•
•

An Indian specialized force constituted "for the purpose of special
response to a threatening disaster situation or disaster" under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005.
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is the Apex Body for
Disaster Management" in India.
‘Nodal Ministry’ in the central government for management of natural
disasters is the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

When 'calamities of severe nature' occur, the central government is
responsible for providing aid and assistance to the affected state,
including deploying, at the State's request,
•

•
•

Armed forces,

Central paramilitary forces,

National disaster response force (NDRF),

And such communication, air and other assets, as are available and
needed.
Head of the NDRF is designated as Director General.

The Director Generals of NDRF are IPS officers on deputation from
Indian Police Organizations. In addition to the Director General there
are several Inspector Generals (IG) and Deputy IGs, who are flag
officers and wear badges of rank.

COMPOSITION
National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) has12 battalions organized
on para-military lines, and manned by persons on deputation from the paramilitary forces of India:
•

3 Border Security Force

•

3 Central Reserve Police Force

•

2 Central Industrial Security Force

•

2 Indo-Tibetan Border Police

•

2 Sashastra Seema Bal

The total strength of each battalion is approximately 1149. Each battalion is
capable of providing 18 specialist search and rescue teams of 45 personnel
each including engineers, technicians electricians, dog squads and
medical/paramedics.

DEPLOYMENT
These NDRF battalions are located at 12 different locations in the country
based on the vulnerability profile to cut down the response time for their
deployment.
During the preparedness period/in a threatening disaster situation, proactive
deployment of these forces will be carried out by the NDMA in consultation
with state authorities.

THE PRESENT LOCATION OF NDRF BATTALIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS
S.No

NDRF Unit

State

PMF

1

01 Bn NDRF, Guwahati

Assam

BSF

2

02 Bn NDRF, Nadia

West Bengal

BSF

3

03 Bn NDRF, Cuttack

Odisha

CISF

4

04 Bn NDRF, Vellore

Tamil Nadu

CISF

5

05 Bn NDRF, Pune

Maharashtra

CRPF

6

06 Bn NnDRF, Vadodara

Gujarat

CRPF

7

07 Bn NDRF, Bhatinda

Punjab

ITBP

8

08 Bn NDRF, Ghaziabad

Uttar Pradesh

ITBP

9

09 Bn NDRF, Patna

Bihar

BSF

10

10 Bn NDRF, Guntur

Andhra Pradesh

CRPF

11

11 Bn NDRF, Varanasi

Uttar Pradesh

SSB

12

12 Bn NDRF, Itanagar

Arunachal Pradesh

SSB

13

13 Bn NDRF,

Jammu and Kashmir

Assam Rifles

FUNCTIONAL PARAMETERS
• Aim of the National Disaster Management Authority is to build a
safer and disaster resilient India by developing a holistic, proactive,
multi-disaster and technology driven strategy for disaster
management.
• This has to be achieved through a culture of prevention, mitigation
and preparedness to generate a prompt and efficient response at the
time of disasters.
• This national vision inter alia, aims at inculcating a culture
of preparedness among all stakeholders.
• NDRF has proved its importance in achieving this vision by highly
skilled rescue and relief operations, regular and intensive training
and re-training, familiarization exercises within the area of
responsibility of respective NDRF Battalions, carrying out mock drills
and joint exercises with the various stakeholders.

TRAINING
• Key to efficient disaster response will depend primarily on
effectiveness of the training and re-training of Specialized Disaster
Response Forces.
• With this vision, a detailed "Training Regime for Disaster Response"
has been prepared by NDMA/NDRF identifying specific disaster
response training courses and devising a unified, structured and
uniform course module as well as a syllabus for these training
courses.
• The proposition behind a unified, structured, uniform course module
and syllabus is that first the entire NDRF battalions will successfully
attain these courses and subsequently the State Disaster Response
Forces (SDRF) and other stakeholders will be trained on the same
lines.

Need for a uniformly structured course module emerged from the fact that if
all the NDRF battalions and other ‘first responders’ undergo the same
training exercise, the coordination between different stakeholders would be
expedient and well planned at the time of any major disaster where different
NDRF battalions, SDRF battalions and other stakeholders will be working
together in close coordination with each other.
After its constitution in 2005, NDRF with its swift and
highly skilled rescue operations has emerged as most visible and vibrant
force of the NDMA.
NDRF personnel are invariably trained in courses like :• Flood Rescue
• Collapsed Structure Search and Rescue
• Medical First Responders
• Rope rescue,
• Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Emergencies
• Dignified Disposal of Dead Bodies etc
NDRF personnel are trained in prestigious institutes like
NISA, DRDO, BARC, CME, Army, Navy and Air Force as well in foreign
countries like US, Singapore, China, Finland, Korea , Switzerland etc.

TRAININGS OF NDRF

TRAINING OF NDRF
While the NDRF is being trained, re-trained and equipped as a specialist force for level
three disasters, it is equally important to ensure capacity building of state police personnel
who are invariably the first responders in any natural or man-made disasters.
To ensure this, a two-pronged strategy is being suggested to the states:
• Firstly, to train state police personnel in the basics of disaster management and
• Secondly, to train at least one battalion equivalent out of their state armed police units
as State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) on lines of the NDRF.
In addition to police personnel, the SDRFs may be constituted from existing resources of
the Fire Services, Home Guards and Civil Defence. NDRF Bns and their training institutions
will assist the States/UTs in this effort. The State/UTs will also be encouraged to set up DM
training facilities in their respective Police Training Colleges and include this subject in
their basic and in-service courses.

• Training being one of the most important attributes for an efficient force,
the Government of India has recognized the recommendations of
the NDMA for setting up an apex National Institute of Excellence for
Search and Rescue at a central place like Nagpur to provide training of
trainers and to meet other national and international commitments. Also
a network of 10 outreach centres at the respective NDRF Bns locations
are proposed to be set up.

COMMUNITY-BASED DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS
•
•
•

•
•

Awareness and preparedness campaigns are key components of proactive
approach on disaster management.
In case of any disaster, the local population is the actual first responder.
One of the most important tasks of NDRF is to continuously engage
themselves in the community capacity building and public awareness
programmes, which includes training of people (the first-responders) and
concerned government officials at different levels in the areas with high
vulnerability.
Along with community capacity building and public awareness exercises,
NDRF is also actively engaged in area familiarization exercises.
Such exercises provide first-hand knowledge about the topography, access
route to various disaster-prone areas, and the availability of local
infrastructure/logistics which can be used in disaster response operations.

State Disaster
Response Force
(SDRF)

STATE DISASTER RESPONSE FORCE
(SDRF)
•

As per Section 3.4.5 of National Policy on Disaster Management 2009, the State
Governments are required to raise their own SDRF for quickly responding to
disasters.

•

As per information available, 24 State/UTs have raised their SDRF.

•

These SDRF are to be placed strategically at suitable locations well connected to the
airport, rail heads and roads for their immediate deployment at the disaster sites.

•

The SDRF are also used for Community Capacity Building and Awareness Generation
programmes within the State.

•

During these programmes, SDRF can familiarize themselves with terrain, critical
buildings and other existing infrastructure for prompt responses at the time of disasters
and simultaneously work with the community, including school children, village
volunteers and other stakeholders on what to do during disasters.

•

In Meghalaya, the State Disaster Response
Force was raised on 01.09.2014 vide
Revenue & Disaster Management
Department’s Notification No. RDG.
30/2011/A/78, dated 1st September, 2014,
which consisted of 60 (sixty) personnel with
35 (thirty five) deployed in Shillong and 25
(Twenty five) in Tura.

•

The personnel are drawn from Civil
Defence & Home Guards Department with
its Headquarter at Shillong.

•

The strength was later upgraded to 90 (
ninety) personnel and now a full dedicated
Company is exclusively earmarked with the
task of Disaster Management issues.

•

The force will be under command of The
Director General, Civil Defence & Home
Guards, Meghalaya.

• The personnel from various units of the organizations were trained
by the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) in Collapse
Structure Search & Rescue (CSSR), Medical First Responder
(MFR).
• The SDRF Quick Response Cell was inaugurated on 27th
February, 2015 and was placed under the command and control of
the Commandant, Central Training Institute, Civil Defence & Home
Guards with Shri. P.H. Khongsngi, the then Deputy Controller of
Civil Defence, Shillong as the Officer In-Charge and Shri. W.
Nonglang, Senior Instructor, Central Training Institute, Civil
Defence & Home Guards as a Team Leader.
•

From December, 2019, the State Disaster Response Force were
under the command and control of Commandant, Border Wing
Home Guards Battalion with Shri M Marwein as the Officer in
charge and Shri. B. Sahkhar, Subedar Major as operations I/c. The
SDRF is at present being looked after by shri P H Khongsngi , who
is also looking after the Border Wing Home Guards Battalion as
Commandant at present.

•

The main aim of State Disaster Response Force is to build a safer
and disaster resilient community within the State.

ROLE OF SDRF
The SDRF may be assigned following broad roles:a.

Disaster/ Emergency Response Operations:
i. Impending Disaster Situation: Pre-emptive deployment,
followed by specialized response
ii. Post- Disaster: Assist in Restoration & Recovery.

b. Capacity- building during non- disaster period:
i. Self- Training, Acquire new skills and upgrade existing ones.

ii. Impart basic training in emergency response to other State and
District- level responders.
iii. Hazard specific awareness campaigns and mock drills/
exercises.
iv. Community training and preparedness (Community Capacity
Development).
Tasking:
The SDRF should not be dual- tasked, or given tasks not related to
disaster/ emergency response and capacity- building.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE FOR
DISASTER RESPONSE
DURING/ POST
DISASTER

TASK

PRE- DISASTER

1

Undertake Search &
Rescue Works

2

Impart Training to
Search & Rescue
Teams, Volunteers,
etc.

1. Identification &
1. Maintain Active
Formation of SAR
Coordination with
Teams
various Disaster
2. Skill upgradation
Management
trainings for
Committee/
Officers, supporting
Authority set up by
staff, SAR Teams &
the State Govt. and
Volunteers
other related
3. Conduct Mock Drill
department like
& Other awareness
Police, Fire Service,
programme on
PWD, PHE,
Disaster Response
MeECL, Health,
from time to time,
Etc.
for general public
2. Undertake Search &
Rescue Operations.

TASK

PRE- DISASTER
4. Conduct regular
Mock Drill Exercise
for SAR Team on
SAR Operation
5. Maintenance &
Upgradation of
Rescue tools and
Equipment and
vehicles.
6. Maintain close
relation with other
line departments of
Disaster
Management

DURING/ POST
DISASTER
3. Assist the Line
Departments in clearing
of debris obstructing
traffic.
4. Demolish or support the
damaged/ dangerous
structures.
5. Assist the Health
Department in rendering
First Aid to the victims at
the site of incident.
6. Assist the District
Administration in relief
works, etc.

Since its inception the State Disaster Response Force have
been involved in many Rescue and retrieval operations.
Some of the significant operations were: -

• Landslide at Umpling and Tharia, Umiam, Ri-Bhoi
District.
• Bus mishap at Sonapur Mandir, East Jaintia Hills District.
• Coal mine incident at Rajaju, South West Khasi Hills and
Ksan village, East Jaintia Hills District.
• Drowning cases at Umngi River and the ring well
incident at Diengiong, Mawdiangdiang, East Khasi Hills
District.

LANDSLIDE AT UMPLING AND THARIA, UMIAM,
RI-BHOI DISTRICT

BUS MISHAP AT SONAPUR MANDIR, EAST
JAINTIA HILLS DISTRICT.

RING WELL INCIDENT AT DIENGIONG, MAWDIANGDIANG, EAST KHASI
HILLS DISTRICT.

COAL MINE INCIDENT AT RAJAJU, SOUTH WEST KHASI HILLS
AND KSAN VILLAGE, EAST JAINTIA HILLS DISTRICT.

LANDSLIDE AT
LUMPARING

KYNSHI RIVER
OPERATIONS

MAWKMA/
MAWMIHTHIED
OPERATIONS

THANK YOU

